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Camps
By Jonathan Mills Smith

BUILD A ROBOT. Commune with
butterflies. Paint with berry juice.

Star on stage.That’s just a taste of the
myriad offerings at area summer camps,
where the options go well beyond the
traditional menu of swimming, archery,
and arts and crafts.

Among the big players on the camp scene are
the JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS OF
GREATER BOSTON, offering 14 programs.
Camps cater to kids ranging from pre-schoolers to
teens, as well as those with special needs.And you
can choose between day and overnight camps.

While Judaism is incorporated into the
camps—and meals and snacks are kosher—the
programs are open to all denominations, accord-
ing to Mark Sokoll, president and CEO of the
Greater Boston JCCs.At Maccabi Camp
Kingswood, an overnight program in Maine, kids
learn about Judaism through such activities as per-
forming. A new camp program is the Flying
Fantasy Circus, where campers learn how to
swing from a trapeze, juggle, and wire walk.The
special-needs camp Zohar on occasion involves its
participants with children in other programs;
everyone benefits from the mix, says Sokoll.

Hello
Muddah,
Hello
Faddah
Today’s summer camps are
nothing like ol’ Granada





40 N E W T O N M A G A Z I N E M A R C H 2 0 0 8

Babson College: www3.babson.edu/summerprograms

The Bartlett School of Waltham: www.bartlett.org/pages/
the_bartlett_school_summer_camp_2008.cfm

Beginnings Childhood Development
Center of Weston: www.beginningscdc.com/summer_camp.php

Boston University: www.bu.edu/mysummer

Broadmoor Wildlife Sanctuary:
www.massaudubon.org/Nature_Connection/Sanctuaries/
Broadmoor (on the left, click on summer camps)

Cambridge School of Weston: www.csw.org/page/summer

Charles River Canoe and Kayak:
www.paddleboston.com/kids/kids.php

Day Jams Camp in Newton:
www.dayjams.com/locations/newtoncentrema

Jewish Community Centers of Greater Boston:
www.jccgb.org/csprogram.html

Mazemakers Summer Program: www.mazemakers.com

Meadowbrook Day Camp: www.meadowbrook-ma.org/daycamp

Mount Ida Day Camp: www.mountida.com

Nobles Day Camp: www.nobles.edu
(on the left, click on summer programs)

Rivers Day Camp in Wellesley:
www.rivers.org/summer/overview

Turtle Lane Playhouse: turtlelane.org/workshop.html

Camps

THE DAY JAMS CAMP IN NEWTON empha-
sizes rock ‘n’ roll music, according to executive direc-
tor Katrin Hall.The camp is open to all skill levels.
Kids may choose to specialize in guitar, bass, drums,
vocals, keyboard, or horns.They are assigned to a
band on the first day of camp, based on their music
preference and age. Each band must write an original
song to perform at the end of the week.

CHARLES RIVER CANOE AND KAYAK
SPONSORS CAMPS IN NEWTON AND
NATICK. In Newton, campers spend much of the
day in a sea kayak, says manager Mark Jacobson.
Natick offers half-day canoe and kayak camps on
Lake Cochituate.

THE RIVERS DAY CAMP IN WELLESLEY
sits on the shore of a large pond, where kids can
learn to swim and sail, among a variety of water
activities. Campers can stay overnight once a week.

THE MEADOWBROOK DAY CAMP IN
WESTON offers woodworking, leather crafting, and
pottery.Teen-age participants can also go to the
beach, climb mountains, and go white-water rafting.

On the Web

BEGINNINGS CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER OF WESTON
targets the very young, ranging from infants to second graders. Children will explore
nearby wetlands and streams and try their hand at horticulture in a flower-filled but-
terfly garden, says executive director Abbie Lewis.

THE BARTLETT SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP IN WALTHAM offers a two-
week session that falls between the time when some schools end and most camps
begin.A highlight is a talent show at the end of the session.




